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Newsletter: March 8th, 2018 

Persistence 

Encouragement 

Resilience 

Respect 

Inclusiveness  

Dear Families of Yarra Glen PS,    
Welcome to this week’s newsletter. As you all know, I am usually found at 
Rolling Hills Primary School and will be returning there on Ms. Di Giacomo’s 
return. I was asked by them to write my usual ‘Mooresville” column for the 
newsletter about what it was like to suddenly be at another school in a pretty 
responsible position. As our students here are also focussing on resilience, I 
thought I’d share what I wrote. This is an extract of my column:  

 

When faced with change, there is often heightened anxiety. This is no 

different for any of us. How we manage the change, and the emotions 

associated with change will determine how we can move forward. This is 

resilience. If I could give 5 tips to help manage change it would be: · Be 

organised. [I have 2 screens on my desk – one has some RHPS items, the 

other is all about YGPS]. I have codes in my diaries and notebooks so I don’t 

get confused between RHPS and YGPS. · Be optimistic. Positive thinking 

goes a long way. [There are road works creating a detour on my way to work 

each day – however, that detour takes me right past the Chocolaterie! 

Winner!] · Be grateful. At the end of each day, I reflect and go over my 

personal ‘3 of the best’. · Be thoughtful. Take the time to think before 

responding. Allow input from others to build greater wisdom and stay calm. 

· Be responsive. Change can be a time for anxiety and challenge for those 

around you. Respond to others’ feelings and emotions and communicate 

often and regularly to be transparent and open.  

I’ve had a great start to the year…. Prior to school starting for students and 

staff, I was at RHPS. Then the mad dash to start at YGPS. Life is never 

dull.  

Most importantly, Be yourself.  
 
Student Wellbeing -  
Who are our Perri Pals? This term, 
Nikayla, Bree and Jack are our PERRI 
PALS. They will be wearing the orange 
vests and be doing their thing, whilst 
being available to support students who may need help finding a friend.  
Has your child come home and said they were in Ms. Moore’s office today? 
Don’t worry. I have a Ms. Moore’s kids club in here with Lego and Qubits and 
other things of fun. Your child might be invited by other children to come and 
play. There are lots of reasons. The main one is to have fun.  
 
Department updates 
The Department Census date was last week. We have officially 167 students 
here at this time. This is the number for which funds are allocated each term. 
The Department has been providing information to staff regarding Performance 
and Development, High Impact Teaching Strategies, Peer Observations and, 
of course, the Literacy and Numeracy Strategy. I would like to show 
appreciation for the staff here – they embrace the DET initiatives, are 
conscientious about planning and assessments and it’s pretty impressive to be 
in the staffroom at break time and they have their laptops collaborating with 
each other about curriculum. They are a great staff.  
 
Around the School 

 Fundraising – How good is the Easter chocolate drive. Thanks to all who 
have supported this to raise money for our kids. I know the team have 

If your child attends school 100% 

they will be able to make the best of 

all opportunities available to them. 

If your child has 90% attendance 

over 11 years at school, they will 

have missed over one years  

education! 

If your child has 80% attendance 

over 11 years at school, they will 

have missed over TWO years 

education!! 

Attendance Facts 
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some special events organised this year. Easter baskets arrive in time for Friday’s assembly, so come and 
have a look. Next event is the twilight sports sausage sizzle.  

 PERRI Values –resilience has been in action this week with some tired students who have bounced back. 
Also a few students in sick bay who have also bounced back. Well done.  

 Sports practice – it’s been wonderful to see the house captains and older students supporting our younger 
students as they rehearse for the upcoming Twilight sports. A reminder that we do start school at 12:00pm 
that day and continue until dusk. Can’t wait AND please support the Fundraising committee’s Sausage 
Sizzle and drinks stall. 

 Don’t forget school photos tomorrow. Can’t wait to see all your smiles.  

 Staffing: We welcome Mrs. Taraz Lanyon to our staff. Mrs. Lanyon will be joining our Education Support 
Team. I’m sure you will all give her a big PERRI welcome.  

 Professional Practice Days – Please note that Marie Martin will be taking her day on Monday, March 19th to 
learn more about Down Syndrome and inclusion. On March 22nd, Maddie Mottau, Kelli Lyons and Helen 
Ryan will be using their day to write up a speaking and listening assessment rubric for Prep to Gr 6 at Yarra 
Glen PS. 

 
Sentral: 
Where are we up to?  

 TEACHERS: staff have worked diligently to use Sentral for documents and interactive curriculum planning. 
It’s almost like a “learning cloud”.  

 FAMILIES: We are now asking all families to record their child’s absences and ensure you have your 
passwords and log ins up to date. Teachers email families via Sentral, so please also make sure your 
contact details are updated at the office. 

 ADMIN: We are now sending home any first aid incidents that occur. These are sent from the office. 
Student Wellbeing incidents will be sent from Sentral also [usually by the Principal]. There come to you via 
email, so please watch your inbox.  

 
School council  
Thanks to everyone who took part in this process and for supporting YGPS.  
Congratulations to Vanessa Wood and Greg Chrisp as the newly elected councillors. Thank you to all candidates 
for their interest in the school and your support of Yarra Glen PS. Our Annual School Reporting meeting is in the 
library from 7:00pm to 7:30pm on Thursday, March 15th. 
 
Curriculum 
I have been so pleased to see some great writing pieces from students from 
Preps to Grade 6. I thought I’d share the importance of reading in this picture: 
Also, Individual Learning Plans [ILPs] are coming home soon. These are for 
students who need some additional support. Working together with home and 
school gives us better chance of success, so please read carefully and follow 
the suggestions for home. Please see your teacher if there are any questions.  
Our next curriculum day will be in Term 2 and on Maths. At this stage, we are 
looking at April 24th as that is the only date our presenter is available. This 
needs to be approved by School Council, so only pencil it in at this time.  
For students who need additional support in reading, we are stepping up our 
support – from next week, we will be using 3 intervention programs: Toe by Toe; 
Levelled Literacy and MiniLit. These are at different stages of a student’s 
reading development. More info later.  
 
On the Window 
Don’t forget to bring your phone and take snaps of some of the workshops that 
are on the window.  
 

 
150th 
Homework this week – please bring up any photos you have of the past 150 
years. We’d like to gather as many as we can to put into decades. Bring them 
up, we can scan them and return them the same day. I’ve seen some of them 

on your phones – now bring them in to us. Please  -  WE NEED YOU! Thanks.  
Do you recognise anyone in the photo from 1969? (PTO) 
 
 
 
 



Our vision is to prepare young people to become active, engaged and responsible citizens of the local and 

global community.  It aims to prepare students to contend with a very dynamic 21st century in which  

creativity, cooperative work, connectedness to the world and adaptability are key features.  The school  

aspires to provide a contemporary approach to teaching and learning in its purposeful learning  

environment. 

PERRI – Persistence, Encouragement, Respect, Resilience, Inclusion 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cheers,  
Mary  
Acting Principal  
Where in the world is Ms. Moore? Last week’s picture, I was visiting a school in Malawi. Some classes had over 
120 students in them and school was optional. They were great students learning under significant diversity. 
Enough about me now. Come tell me your stories.  

School Reporting Meeting—Thursday March 15th, 2018 

You are welcome to attend the Yarra Glen PS Annual School Reporting Meeting on March 15th at 

7:00pm – 7:30pm in the school library. 

Fundraising News 
Chocolate boxes full of Easter goodies were sent home Friday 2nd March (one 
box per family). If it is taking longer than expected to sell the yummy goodies, 
please bring your box and any money back to the front office ASAP and we can 
forward on to families who have requested for more to sell. Otherwise, please 
return the money for your box to the front office before Monday 19th March. If 
you return your money before the 19th March, you will receive a ticket for the 
Easter Raffle. A 5kg box of Favourites is up for grabs—Yum!  We appreciate 
your efforts and thank you for trying your best to support our school. 
 
The fundraising team will also be holding a sausage sizzle & drinks stall on Twilight Sports day. 



CALENDAR 2018 

Term 1 Dates 

School Photo Day Friday 9th March 

Special Lunch Day Friday 9th March 

Labour Day Long Weekend Monday 12th March 

Curriculum Day—No students at school Tuesday 13th March 

Crazy Hair Day—Gold coin donation to Leukemia Foundation Thursday 15th March 

Superhero Afternoon for 2019 Foundation students—2:30-3:15pm Thursday 15th March 

Wandin District Athletics—Grade 3-6 Friday 16th March 

State School Spectacular Rehearsal Monday 19th March 

Ball Sports & Field Events Tuesday 20th March 

Twilight Sports—late start (12pm) Wednesday 21st March 

Special Lunch Order Money Due Wednesday 23rd March 

Grade 5 Discovery Day—Lilydale Heights Friday 23rd March 

Special Lunch Day Friday 23rd March 

Term 1 ends—2:30pm pickup Thursday 29th March 

NOTICES AND FORMS - Have You Seen These Notices? 
Notices are available on our website (Downloads—Notices & Forms) 

TERM 1 Due Date 

Wandin District Athletics—Grades 3-6 Friday 9th March 

School Pix Info—Please return order form and correct money Friday 9th March 

Camp for Grades 3-6 2018 expression of interest & deposit Friday 16th March 

Premier’s Reading Challenge—Honor roll publication permission  

Special Lunch Menu 2018  

Process for Special Lunch Orders 2018  

 don’t forget that notices on blue paper that go home require payment of an event/activity 

 check our YGPS website at least weekly http://ygps.vic.edu.au 

 all notices (unless an emergency) will go home on Thursdays when the newsletter is emailed/check your 
email on Thursdays; notices will be clipped to your child’s diary when going home by your child 

 all notices are posted on the school’s Official YGPS Website under the Downloads tab/ Notices and Forms.  
http://ygps.vic.edu.au 

 the Yarra Glen Primary School website is the home of all official Yarra Glen Primary School notices and 
newsletters containing the official school logo and school information and events  

 a copy of the notices will also be in the glass display cabinet outside the front door of our administration 

building (near the Before and After School Care Sign) 

School Crossing Times 

School crossing supervision times are as follows: 

Mornings: 8.25am to 9.15am 

Afternoons: 3.10pm to 3.50pm 

http://ygps.vic.edu.au
http://ygps.vic.edu.au


 
On Monday, P/1O and 4/5 T teamed up to be 
reading partners in our Library. The older 
students chose a picture story book to share 
with a younger student. Some read to them, 
some read with them. Many kept on reading 
more books together! 
  
You can see the levels of engagement with 
the texts and in the partnerships by a sample 
of the photos taken. If you would like to see 
the inspiring drawings the partnerships did 
as reading responses, please have a look  
outside our Library. They are on display for 
our community to view.  

 



SRC ALERT 
Crazy Hair Day is fast approaching! Please remember to wear Crazy Hair and bring a gold coin 

donation. Help us raise money to help fund research in finding a cure for Leukaemia. 

 



AWARDS up to 02/03/2018 

Grade Teacher Award Student 

Group 1 

P/1O 

Ms Owen Student of the Week Chloe F & Will M 

Group 2 

P/1M 

Ms Martin Student of the Week Izzy T & Harry W 

Group 3 

1/2M 

Ms Mottau Student of the Week Cooper C & Celeste G 

Group 4 

2/3S 

Ms Scott Student of the Week Elsie J & Tyler L 

Group 5 

3/4R 

Ms Ryan Student of the Week Lara B, Lennon B & Maddi H 

Group 6 

4/5T 

Ms Tabone Student of the Week Madi C, Jess D, Gibson M & Jagger O 

Environmental 

award 

Ms Pitt Student of the Week (Environmental) Riley B, Blake L, Hunter G, Jack L &  

Hayden W 

Sentral Parent Portal 
We will now be using Sentral as the main method of communication including to 
notify you of any sick bay visits your child may have whilst at school.  Please  
register via the internet or Sentral app if you haven’t already done so. The Parent  

Portal also enables you to notify us of any absences as well as view any notices posted by staff. Other  
features will be made available in the near future, including receiving your child’s reports via the portal, 
being able to provide permission and making payments for school activities, downloading the school 
newsletter and booking parent/teacher interviews.  
 
To register and log in to the Parent Portal: 
1. Visit   https://sentral.ygps.vic.edu.au/portal/register  to 

register. 
2. Use a valid email address as your username 
3. Create a password you will remember—it must be at 

least 8 characters long 
4. Enter you name & click on ‘Create Account’ 
5. You will then be prompted to enter your username (your 

email address) & your password 
6. You will see a ‘Welcome’ screen asking for your ‘Access 

Key’ - this is the key that is on the letter that was sent home (a random letter and number  
combination) and it is case sensitive (please enter it exactly as it is written in the letter) 

7. You should now see your child/ren on the parent portal 
 
If you have any issues with logging in, please come and see us at the front office as we can reset your 
login details or access key. Alternatively, you can email us at yarra.glen.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au or call 
us on 9730 1254.  

CURRICULUM DAY 

 

Curriculum Day will be on Tuesday 13th March. This follows the Labour Day 

public holiday, an extra long weekend for parents and students!  



Special Lunch Orders 
 
Please do not take any special lunch orders directly to the bakery. All 
lunch orders are to be sent to school by the due date and time. 
 

Lunch orders will be Friday, fortnightly. Orders are due the Wednesday prior to special lunch 

day. When ordering special lunch orders, please complete the following: 

 Name, class, lunch order items and total cost clearly written on a brown paper bag. 

 Exact money (no change will be given) included in a sealed envelope/snap lock 

bag inside the brown paper bag. 

 Order to be handed in to the classroom teacher each Wednesday fortnight (before 

3pm)—No late orders will be accepted. 

 Due dates for orders: 

 March 21st 

 Term 2 

 TUESDAY April 24th (due to ANZAC Day) 

 May 9th 

 May 23rd 

 June 6th 

 June 20th 

 

ALL FOOD IS SUPPLIED BY YARRA GLEN BAKEHOUSE 

VOLUNTEERS WILL COLLECT THE ORDERS AND DISTRIUTE TO THE STUDENTS 

Twilight Sports Day 
There will be a late start for Twilight Sports Day on Wednesday 21st March.  

School will start at 12pm and finish approx. 6pm. 



Reminder: 

School uniform looks great and shows pride in our school.  

We also need to be SunSmart. 

Please make sure you have your hats until May 1st.  

Scholastic Book Club 
 
We are looking for a volunteer to run the Scholastic Book Club for our school. If you are interested 
please contact the front office. A huge thank you to Debbie who has been running the book club for 
Yarra Glen Primary School for many, many years! 
 
Scholastic Book Club orders for Issue 2 are due by Wednesday March 14th. Please order via the 
Scholastic LOOP app (download from the Apple app store or Google Play) or visit scholas-
tic.com.au/LOOP. 

 
Yarra Glen Primary no longer accept cash payments for the Scholastic Book Club.  
 
All payments must now be made via the LOOP app or website. Please contact the office  on 9730 1254 
if you have any queries. Please see below for instructions on how to order. 
 
If you get stuck and need help, simply call Scholastic’s friendly Customer Service team on:1800 
021 233 between the hours of 8am to 5pm. After 5pm, you may email their after-hours LOOP help 
on Customer_Service@scholastic.com.au 
 

How do I Order? 

1. Simply grab your child's Book Club catalogue and either sign in or register your account   

2. Click on ORDER and then select your school and your child's class*  

3. Add your child's first name & last initial (so the school knows who the book is for) PLEASE 
NOTE: Your child's details will never be shared with 3rd parties OR used for marketing purposes - 
this is for distribution purposes only.  

4. Enter the item number from the Book Club catalogue 

5. All orders are sent directly to the school for submission to Scholastic. Books will still be  
delivered to your child's classroom if you order by the close date 

6. Afterwards, there's no need to return paper order forms or payment receipt details back to your 
school!  

 
Scholastic Loop Android App  

Scholastic Loop Android App supported models: Devices running Android 3.2 or later. 

To find the version number on your Android device, go to your device's main Settings menu > About 
Phone or About tablet. 

Please Note: Blackberry devices are not supported. 



State Schools Spectacular rehearsals will be held on the  

following dates: 

 Monday 19th March 

 Monday 21st May 

 Monday 18th June 

 Monday 13th August 



Get involved in the School Banking program. 
 

Yarra Glen Primary School is excited to offer the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all 
students. School banking will start on Thursday 15th March & will occur every Thursday. Please  
follow the directions on the flyer that has been sent home today. 
 
School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money 
and develop good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through 
School Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards. 
 
The rewards available during 2018 are: 
 Twister Power Handball 

 Secret Scratch Pad 

 Sparkle Glitter Pens 

 Glow Light 

 Mighty Boom Handball 

 Heat Reactor Pencils 

 Slushie Maker Cup 

 Zoom Flying Disc 

 
 
School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers  
Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution 
which is based on the number of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior 
year. 
 
Getting involved in School Banking is easy! 
 
All you need to get involved in the School Banking program is a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver  
account. You can open an account for your child in one of two ways:   
 
1. Online 
Visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account.  
 
2. In branch 
Visit a Commonwealth Bank branch with identification for yourself and your child, like a driver’s li-
cence and birth certificate. 
 
If your child has an existing Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account they can start banking straight 
away. They just need to bring their deposit in every week on School Banking day using their Dollar-
mites deposit wallet.  
 
School Banking day is Thursday. Each week you need to bring in your deposit books and hand to 
your classroom teacher. 
 
If you would like to know more about School Banking, please visit commbank.com.au/schoolbanking 











Healesville 

Dyslexia Seminar - VIC 

Monday, March 19th, 2018 | 1:00pm - 2:30pm 

Venue: Healesville RSL 

Cost: FREE 

Please note that this seminar is free for parents and teachers. 

To register visit this link: http://dyslexia.com.au/register/ 

http://dyslexia.com.au/register/















