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Persistence 

Encouragement 

Resilience 

Respect 

Inclusiveness  

Dear Families of Yarra Glen PS, 
 
Welcome to this week’s newsletter. This week the school was 
represented by Sienna Benson and Noah Lyons as they read out their 
creative writing pieces at the Yarra Glen ANZAC day service. Both 
students spoke very confidently and represented YGPS with honour and 
integrity.  
 
One of our Annual Implementation goals for 2018 is to improve 
communication between teachers and parents. School Council has 
formed a Communication subcommittee who are exploring ways to 
improve communication in our school. 
 

There are two types of conversations you could have with your child’s 
teacher: a short discussion over a simple, minor matter or an in-depth 
discussion over an ongoing issue or something more serious, which 
usually requires an appointment with the teacher. 
 
Some common issues that are raised with teachers include: 

 how well my child is doing with their school work 

 improving my child’s reading 

 identifying my child’s strengths 

 improving subjects that my child is not strong in 

 how my child gets on with other children 

 concerns about things going on in your family. 

Some things you can do to prepare for these discussions include finding 
the right time to talk to your child’s teacher and being prepared ahead of 
time for these discussions. 

When asked how they’d like parents to approach them, teachers 
suggested that parents should: 

 be clear about what they want to discuss 

 have an idea of what they would like to happen or what outcome 
they would like to achieve 

 talk about current issues and try not to bring up things that happened 
in the past or are not relevant to what is happening now 

 come with a positive attitude with the understanding that you and the 
school will work together in a way that benefits your child’s learning 

 make a plan and decide together what the teacher will work on in the 
classroom and how you can help at home 

If your child attends school 100% 

they will be able to make the best of 

all opportunities available to them. 

If your child has 90% attendance 

over 11 years at school, they will 

have missed over one years  

education! 

If your child has 80% attendance 

over 11 years at school, they will 

have missed over TWO years 

education!! 

Attendance Facts 

3 5  S y m o n d s  S t r e e t  
Y a r r a  G l e n   V I C  3 7 7 5  
P h o n e :  ( 0 3 )  9 7 3 0  1 2 5 4  
y a r r a . g l e n . p s @ e d u m a i l . v i c . g o v . a u  



Our vision is to prepare young people to become active, engaged and responsible citizens of the local and 

global community.  It aims to prepare students to contend with a very dynamic 21st century in which  

creativity, cooperative work, connectedness to the world and adaptability are key features.  The school  

aspires to provide a contemporary approach to teaching and learning in its purposeful learning  

environment. 

PERRI – Persistence, Encouragement, Respect, Resilience, Inclusion 

 decide how you will keep in touch with the school and your child’s teacher – by phone, email or 
follow-up meetings. 

Should you need to contact your child’s teacher they can be contact through the school office, via direct 
contact or via email. Email addresses for each grade are listed below: 
Group 1: Ms Tash Owen (Years F and 1) owen.natasha.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Group 2: Ms Marie Martin (Years F and 1) martin.marie.e@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Group 3:  Ms Madison Mottau (Years 1 and 2) Mottau.Maddison.A@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Group 4: Ms Trish Scott (Years 2 and 3) bowers.patricia.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Group 5: Ms Helen Ryan (Years 3 and 4) ryan.helen.dav@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Group 6: Ms Kelli Lyons (Years 4 and 5) Lyons.Kelli.K@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Group 7: Ms Kathy Pitt (Years 5 and 6) pitt.kathryn.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 
School email: yarra.glen.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Acting Principal: mclean.michael.m@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
Please be aware that teachers have families and outside of work commitments as well and you may not 
receive a response to an email until the following school day. 
 
Student Wellbeing  
Well done to all our students who continue to show PERRI values this week.  
 
Department updates 
A reminder that year 6 to 7 transition forms including their preferences needs to returned to Ms Pitt no 
later than Friday 11 May 2018. 
 
150

th
 

Sommer Gloury will be working with Helen Ryan to work on our 150
th
 year of 

learning. This is what has happened so far by Mrs. Ryan: 
 Book has been started at the office. Please keep putting your names there if 

interested in helping. 
 Time capsules located [they might stay there a while longer]. Ideas for the 150

th
 time capsule 

being brainstormed 
 Request put out on the “Growing up in Yarra Glen” FB page. 
 Photos being collected from school archives and various community groups 
 Helen liaising with historical society 
 Our Open Day for November 13

th
 is being brainstormed 

 Curriculum units around “The Olden Days” are being explored.  
 
 
Regards,  
Michael   
Acting Principal  

Health Alert 
There has been reported a case of Impetigo (school sores) within the school. The included information below 
gives you  further information about what this looks like and how to treat it.  
Students must stay away for 24 hours after treatment is implemented. When a child with Impetigo returns to 
school, all sores must be covered as it is very contagious.  
Impetigo is not a serious illness, but a doctor visit to gain some medication to treat the bacteria is required. 
The enclosed information is from the Royal Children's Hospital. 
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Impetigo (school sores) 

Impetigo (im-pet-eye-go) is an infection of the skin caused by bacteria. It is often called school sores  
because it is common among school children. Impetigo causes sores on the skin, which are usually 
itchy. The sores may start out as blisters that burst and become weepy, before being covered with a 
crust. Impetigo is not usually a serious infection, and should clear up a few days after starting medical 
treatment. Children with impetigo are very infectious (contagious), but the spread of impetigo can be  
reduced by practising good hygiene, covering the sores with dressings and keeping your child away 
from other children until they are no longer infectious. 

Signs and symptoms of impetigo 

 The sores can be anywhere on the body, but are often on the face near the mouth and nose, or on 
the arms and legs. 

 Impetigo may start with a blister or a group of blisters. 
 The blister bursts leaving a patch of red, wet, weepy skin. 
 The sore usually becomes coated with a tan or yellowish crust, making it look like it has been  

covered with honey. 
 There can be small spots around the first sores, spreading outwards. 
 There is often superficial peeling on the edge of the sore. 
 Impetigo is usually itchy. 
 
Parents sometimes worry about impetigo because it can look quite serious, but it is usually a mild  
infection that is easy to treat. 

 

What causes impetigo? 

Impetigo is an infection of the skin caused by staphylococcus or streptococcus bacteria. These bacteria 
can live on the skin, in the throat or nose, or on other parts of the body without causing a problem, but 
sometimes they can cause an infection such as impetigo. Impetigo can occur on healthy skin, but it  
usually happens when the skin has already been damaged by a scratch, bite or a disease affecting the 
skin, such as eczema or chickenpox. 

Impetigo is very easily spread, usually through contact with the fluid or crusts of an impetigo sore, which 
contain the bacteria. 

 Contact with the sore or with things that have been on the sore (e.g. clothing, dressings, towels) 
can spread the infection to other people. 

 A sore takes about one to three days to develop after contact with fluid or crusts from a sore. 
 The sore is itchy and children can scratch it, often spreading the infection to nearby skin or to other 

parts of their own body. 
 A sore can be infectious for as long as it is weeping. It will usually stop being infectious about 24 

hours after starting antibiotic treatment, once it has begun to heal. 
 
Impetigo can occur even when the skin is kept clean, and it is not a sign of poor hygiene or bad  
parenting. Impetigo is more common in the hotter months. 



When to see a doctor 

If your child has signs and symptoms of impetigo, take them to see a GP. The doctor will make sure the 
sores are impetigo, and may prescribe antibiotic medicine in the form of a cream, ointment, tablets or 
syrup. Give these to your child as directed, and make sure you complete the course of antibiotics. 

If your child gets impetigo repeatedly your doctor may do a nose swab to test for bacteria in the nose. 
Your child may need antibiotics, which are delivered into the nose, to prevent further instances of  
impetigo. 

Care at home 

 Continue any creams or ointments that you have been prescribed until all sores are healed. The 
sores should clear up in a few days with treatment. 

 A daily 10 minute bleach bath may help to reduce the amount of bacteria on your child's skin and 
reduce the risk of the impetigo spreading. Use regular White King Bleach 4% chlorine: add 12 mL 
for every 10 L of water. 

 It is important to remove the crusts from the sores, to allow any ointments treating the sores to 
reach the infection properly. The best way to do this is to soak your child in a bleach bath for  
20–30 minutes, while wiping the crusts away with an unused, wet disposable cloth (e.g. a Chux). 

 Try to prevent your child scratching the sores as much as possible to avoid scarring, bleeding or 
further infection. Cover the sores with a watertight dressing, and cut your child's fingernails. 

 Keep your child home from child care, kindergarten or school until 24 hours after starting medical 
treatment. After this time, they can be around other children again, but cover up their sores  
completely with dressings. 

 
Take your child back to the GP if: 

 the sores are spreading or getting worse, even after treatment 
 your child has become unwell, for example, with a fever 
 you are worried for any other reason. 
 

Reducing the spread of impetigo 

The following strategies may help reduce the chances of your child catching impetigo from another 
child, or reduce spread of impetigo if your child has it. 

 A daily bath or shower with soap and water may reduce the risk of impetigo. Antiseptic soaps can 
be used, but these may irritate the skin of some people. 

 Encourage your child to practise good hygiene, including regular hand washing and throwing away 
used tissues. Cut your child's fingernails short and keep them clean. 

 Make sure that grazes or cuts are thoroughly washed. If your child is scratching a sore, cover it 
with a watertight dressing. 

 People coming in contact with someone with impetigo need to wash their hands regularly. 
 Put all dressings from impetigo sores in a bin with a lid as soon as they are taken off. 
 If your child has impetigo, wash their clothes, towels and bed linen separately from the rest of the 

family. Wash them in hot water and dry in the sunshine or a hot tumble dryer. Toys can be washed 
using a mild disinfectant. 

Key points to remember 

 Impetigo is very infectious and can be easily spread to other children. 
 Try to prevent your child scratching the sores as much as possible.  Cover the sores with a  

watertight dressing and cut your child's fingernails. 
 It is important to remove the scabs from the sores. 
 Complete all courses of antibiotics as prescribed and continue treatment with creams or ointments 

until all sores are healed. 
 Your child can go back to child care, kindergarten or school after 24 hours of treatment and when 

the sores are completely covered with dressings. 



 It is important to remove the scabs from the sores. 
 Complete all courses of antibiotics as prescribed and continue treatment with creams or ointments 

until all sores are healed. 
 Your child can go back to child care, kindergarten or school after 24 hours of treatment and when 

the sores are completely covered with dressings. 

For more information 

 Kids Health Info fact sheet: Staphylococcal infections 
 Better Health Channel: Impetigo – school sores 
 See your GP. 
 
Common questions our doctors are asked 

Will my child’s impetigo sores scar? 

If your child does not scratch and cause bleeding, almost all impetigo lesions will heal without leaving 
any scarring. 

How long do I need to keep my child away from child care? 

As impetigo is very infectious, it is important to keep your child home until 24 hours after you start  
medical treatment. When your child returns to child care, make sure you completely cover with  
dressings any sores that other children might come into contact with. 
 
Developed by The Royal Children's Hospital General Medicine department and Centre for Community 
Child Health, in collaboration with Child and Youth Health Services Adelaide. We acknowledge the input 
of RCH consumers and carers. 
Reviewed February 2018. 

Reminder 
Could you please return all Coles Sports for Schools vouchers by Friday 11th May. So 
far we have collected over 5000 vouchers, but would love more! 

Scholastic Book Club 
 
We are looking for a volunteer to run the Scholastic Book Club for our school. If you are interested 
please contact the front office.  
 

Scholastic Book Club orders for Issue 3 are due by Sunday 6th May. Please order via the  

Scholastic LOOP app (download from the Apple app store or Google Play) or visit  
scholastic.com.au/LOOP. 

 
Yarra Glen Primary no longer accept cash or cheque payments for the  

Scholastic Book Club.  
 
All payments must now be made via the LOOP app or website. Please contact the office  on 9730 1254 
if you have any queries.  

SCHOOL BANKING—EVERY THURSDAY 
 
School Banking occurs every Thursday. Please bring in your bank books 
every Thursday and put in the banking satchel in your classroom tub. 

https://www.rch.org.au/kidsinfo/fact_sheets/Staphylococcal_infections/
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/impetigo-school-sores


Sentral Login 
If you are having trouble logging in to the Sentral Parent Portal, please contact the office (via phone: 
9730 1254; email: yarra.glen.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au; or in person). We are happy to help! 

Special Lunch Orders 
 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers that help to make 

special lunches a success. If you would like to help, 

please leave your details at the office. Thank you!  
 
Lunch orders will be Friday, fortnightly. Orders are due the Wednesday prior to special lunch 

day. When ordering special lunch orders, please complete the following: 

 Name, class, lunch order items and total cost clearly written on a brown paper bag. 

 Exact money (no change will be given) included in a sealed envelope/snap lock 

bag inside the brown paper bag. 

 Order to be handed in to the classroom teacher each Wednesday fortnight (before 

3pm)—No late orders will be accepted. 

 Due dates for orders: Term 2 
 May 9th 

 May 23rd 

 June 6th 

 June 20th 

 

Please do not take any special lunch orders directly to the bakery. All 
lunch orders are to be sent to school by the due date and time. 
 

ALL FOOD IS SUPPLIED BY YARRA GLEN BAKEHOUSE 

VOLUNTEERS WILL COLLECT THE ORDERS AND DISTRIUTE TO THE STUDENTS 

AWARDS up to 20/04/2018 

Grade Teacher Award Student 

Group 1 

P/1O 

Ms Owen Student of the Week Harvie P & Margaux C (29/03) 

Macey H & Jack C (20/04) 

Group 2 

P/1M 

Ms Martin Student of the Week Kade R & Summer O (29/03) 

Taylor H & Lincoln A (20/04) 

Group 3 

1/2M 

Ms Mottau Student of the Week Bailey W & Skye W 

Group 4 

2/3S 

Ms Scott Student of the Week Mia C & Madelieine A 

Group 5 Ms Ryan Student of the Week Riley F (29/03) 

Logan A, Ethan E & Jasmine J (20/04) 

Group 7 

5/6P 

Ms Pitt Student of the Week Dylan S 



CALENDAR 2018 

Term 1 Dates 

Silly Science Incursion (Groups 4-7) Tuesday 1st May 

PMP Sessions (Foundation students) Wednesdays 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 

30th May; 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th June 

Kinder Visits (Foundation students) Monday 7th & Tuesday 8th May 

Grade 6 Transition Forms Due Friday 11th May 

Interschool Sports at Coldstream Friday 11th May 

Foundation 2019 Parent Information Evening (7-8pm) Wednesday 16th May 

Interschool Sports at Wandin Yallock Friday 18th May 

State School Spectacular Practice Monday 21st May 

Cross Country (Grades 3-6) Wednesday 23rd May 

Interschool Sports at Seville Friday 25th May 

Interschool Sports at Home Fridays 1st, 8th & 15th June 

State School Spectacular Practice Monday 18th June 

Life Ed Van Tuesday 26th to Thursday 28th June 

End of Term 2—2:30pm pickup Friday 29th June 

NOTICES AND FORMS - Have You Seen These Notices? 
Notices are available on our website (Downloads—Notices & Forms) 

TERM 1 Due Date 

Silly Science Incursion Monday 23rd April 

PMP Parent Helper  

 calendar dates can be found on our Sentral Parent Portal https://sentral.ygps.vic.edu.au/portal/login 

 don’t forget that notices on blue paper that go home require payment of an event/activity 

 check our YGPS website at least weekly http://ygps.vic.edu.au 

 all notices (unless an emergency) will go home on Thursdays when the newsletter is emailed/check your 
email on Thursdays; notices will be clipped to your child’s diary when going home by your child 

 all notices are posted on the school’s Official YGPS Website under the Downloads tab/ Notices and Forms.  
http://ygps.vic.edu.au 

 the Yarra Glen Primary School website is the home of all official Yarra Glen Primary School notices and 
newsletters containing the official school logo and school information and events . These can also be found 
on our Sentral Parent Portal https://sentral.ygps.vic.edu.au/portal/login 

 a copy of the notices will also be in the glass display cabinet outside the front door of our administration 

building (near the Before and After School Care Sign) 

School uniform looks great and shows pride in our 

school. We also need to be SunSmart. 

Please make sure you have your hats until May 1st.  

http://ygps.vic.edu.au
http://ygps.vic.edu.au


ANZAC Day 
There was a massive crowd for the ANZAC Day Service in Yarra Glen. Sienna  
Benson and Noah Lyons did a fabulous job reading ‘’What ANZAC Day Means To 
Them’.  I was very proud of the choir who performed “Spirit of the ANZACs” and 
leading the community in the National Anthem for New Zealand and Australia. 
The Yarra Glen RSL have got it right in involving the local schools. The legacy of 
ANZAC will live on through the younger members of the community. 
Liz Thorne 












