Term 1, 2018
Week 2 of 9 Weeks

35 Symonds Street
Yarra Glen VIC 3775
Phone: (03) 9730 1254
yarra.glen.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Newsletter: February 8th, 2018
Dear Families of Yarra Glen PS,
How lovely to see everyone settle in to their new classes. Whilst travelling around the
classrooms, I have noticed our PERRI values in action. Well done, YG kids. I have been
impressed with the Art Room and STREAM room, which is a Yarra Glen initiative. Very
exciting.
Student Leaders:
It is always a pleasure to see students grow and mature as they journey through
Primary School. Last week at assembly, we introduced our House Captains to you:
RED HOUSE- Captains: Rose M and James A
Vice: Charlotte M and Cooper S
BLUE HOUSE- Captains- Sienna B and Jack B
Vice- Sarah H and Xavier B
GOLD HOUSE- Captains- Zoe V and Noah L
Vice- Alanah T and Koby J
PURPLE HOUSE- Captains- Charli O and Brodie P
Vice- Max P and Madison C
This week, I’d like to introduce our Grade 6 whole school leaders. Each year, the
students decide on the format of student leadership and what it will look like. This
group of students decided that there were so many worthy leaders, that they’d like to
have 3 leaders per term. They have shown great responsibility and maturity in our
discussions and have already come up with lots of ideas for improving YGPS. I can’t
wait to see their leadership growth this year. I will meet weekly with them to build
their skills.
School Leaders:
Term One – James, Rose and Sienna
Term Two – Charli, Genevieve, Brodie
Term Three – Noah, Haram, Charlotte, Violet
Term Four – Jack, Nikayla, Bree
Curriculum Day:
We are planning a professional learning day on Writing Curriculum for Tuesday March
13th. This will be confirmed at our February School Council Meeting. No students will
be required on this day.
Fees and payments:
Thank you so much to our families who have paid their 2018 payments already. This
really helps the administration of the school to support your child’s learning
environment.
Communication:
Have you noticed the increase in notices being sent to you via Sentral. Please check in
as we will be sending those via this forum more often now. Sentral is a learning
management system which we hope will improve communication to families. Most
schools in our region now use either Compass or Sentral. Those with secondary
students will be very familiar with what these systems offer.

Persistence
Encouragement
Resilience
Respect
Inclusiveness

Attendance Facts
If your child attends school 100%
they will be able to make the best of
all opportunities available to them.

If your child has 90% attendance
over 11 years at school, they will
have missed over one years
education!

If your child has 80% attendance
over 11 years at school, they will
have missed over TWO years
education!!

School Council:
It’s that time of the year when every School Council around the state starts preparing for their Annual General Meeting. We
have some vacancies on our Yarra Glen School Council due to change in work location and families leaving Gr. 6. I will thank
those retiring councillors in the next newsletter. Please have a look at the info attached this week. Yarra Glen needs YOU.
Please come and see me if you’d like more information about this rewarding role.

Cheers,
Mary Moore
Acting Principal
Answer to last week’s question: Bookmarks. I have over 6,000 of them. I store them in folders according to ‘theme’.
Question for your family for this week [and I can only answer yes or no, so think carefully]. What country has Ms. Moore
travelled through that is in both Europe and Asia?
Answer next week. Can you guess before then?

The Fundraising Team are Recruiting!

Our amazing team of YGPS Mum's & Dad's would love to hear from you, feel free to join in as an
occasional helper or full volunteer and be as involved as you like!
Full on the job training provided however priority will be given to those who can cook a snag on the
BBQ!
Join our facebook group on the link below or register your interest with reception.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/161031141098773/

Reminder for Foundation Parents
Students attending Foundation (Prep) stay at home on the following Wednesdays: 14th Feb, 21st Feb,
28th Feb & 7th March. On one of these dates, your child is required to attend school for one hour of
testing. There is a sign-up sheet located in the junior corridor noticeboard where you can choose a time
and date that suits you. If you haven’t already done so, could you please sign up for a one hour time
slot for your child. Thank you!

School Crossing Times
School crossing supervision times are as follows:
Mornings: 8.25am to 9.15am
Afternoons: 3.10pm to 3.50pm

Reminder
School begins daily at 9.00am. The best time for your child to arrive at school is between 8.45
and 9.00am. Before 8.45am there will be no supervision and a late arrival disturbs not only your
child’s day but the rest of the grade as well.

Medical Expenses for Parents
Please be aware that parents are liable for all medical expenses
incurred as a result of student injury, including transport costs, whilst at school or
participating in a school activity. Please ensure you have up-to-date ambulance cover as
you are responsible for ambulance and air ambulance costs.
Ambulance cover information for families can be found on the Ambulance Victoria
website: https://www.ambulance.vic.gov.au/membership
Please also check your private health cover (if applicable) as some policies do not
include ambulance cover or cover students that are injured whilst at school or
participating in a school activity.

Information for Parents
School Council Elections 2018
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally constituted bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a school within state-wide guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
There are three possible categories of membership:
A mandated elected Parent category – more than one-third of the total members must be from this category.
Department of Education and Training (DET) employees can be Parent members at their child’s school as
long as they are not engaged in work at the school
A mandated elected DET employee category – members of this category may make up no more than onethird of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these
members
An optional Community member category – members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of
their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to be Community members.
Why is parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that can help
inform and shape the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school council find their involvement satisfying and may also find that
their children feel a greater sense of belonging.
Do I need special experience to be on School Council?
Each member brings their own valuable life skills and knowledge to the role, councillors may need
to develop skills and acquire knowledge in areas that are unfamiliar to them. What you do need is
an interest in your child’s school and the desire to work in partnership with others to help shape the
school’s future.
How can you become involved?
The most obvious way is to vote in the school council elections, which are held in Term 1 each year. However,
ballots are only held if more people nominate as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might seriously consider
• standing for election as a member of the school council
• encouraging another person to stand for election.
What do you need to do to stand for election?
The principal will issue a Notice of Election and Call for Nominations following the commencement of Term 1 each
year. All school council elections must be completed by the end of March unless the usual time line has been
varied by the Minister.
If you decide to stand for election, you can arrange for someone to nominate you as a candidate or you can
nominate yourself in the Parent category.
DET employees whose child is enrolled in a school in which they are not engaged in work, are eligible to
nominate for parent membership of the school council at that school.

Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the Notice of Election.
You will receive a Nomination Form Receipt via post or email following the receipt of your
completed nomination.
Generally, if there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted
during the two weeks after the call for nominations has closed.
Remember
Ask at the school for help if you would like to stand for election and are not sure what to do.
Consider standing for election to school council this year.
Be sure to vote in the elections.
The key dates are set out below.
If you decide to stand for election, you will need to arrange to be nominated and seconded by persons who are
eligible for the same category as you will stand for. The principal can provide information about these categories.
Once the nomination form is completed, return it to the principal within the time stated on the notice of election.
If there are more nominations received than there are vacancies on council, a ballot will be conducted in the week
after the call for nominations has closed.

Timetable to be followed:
Notice of election and call for nominations ................... Monday, 12 February 2018
Close of nominations ................................................... Monday, 19 February 2018
Display list of candidates, nominator & seconder... Wednesday, 21 February 2018
If required prepare ballot papers and distribute on or beforeMonday 26 February 2018
Close of ballot ............................................................ 4pm, Monday 5 March 2018
Declare the poll ............................................................... Monday, 12 March, 2018
Meeting for co-opted members if required……………………………….….Thursday 15 March, 2018

New council becomes operational from the day following the declaration of the poll.
Elect office bearers at meeting chaired by Principal on Thursday 15 March 2018 at 7pm - AGM.
First normal meeting chaired by President on Thursday 15 March, 2018 at 7.30pm.

We have the following vacancies for 2018:
Parent members - 2 have retired and 2 are due for nomination – at this stage.
DET employee member – 1 vacancy
Contact the Principal for further information.

CALENDAR 2018
Term 1

Dates

Foundation-2 Information Night– 6pm

13/02

Foundation Testing Days—Wednesdays only

14/02-07/03

Grade 6 Transition Activity—Sports Day at Lilydale High School

06/03

School Photo Day

09/03

Labour Day Long Weekend

12/03

Curriculum Day—No students at school

13/03

Superhero Afternoon for 2019 Foundation students—2:30-3:15pm

15/03

Wandin District Athletics—Grade 3-6

16/03

Ball Sports & Field Events

20/03

Twilight Sports—late start (12pm)

21/03

Grade 5 Discovery Day—Lilydale Heights

23/03

Term 1 ends—2:30pm pickup

29/03

NOTICES AND FORMS - Have You Seen These Notices?
Notices are available on our website (Downloads—Notices & Forms)

TERM 1

Due Date

Foundation-Grade 2 Information Evening

09/02

School Lunch Order Volunteers

22/02

School Pix Info—Please return order form and correct money

09/03

Junior News Feb 2018








don’t forget that notices on blue paper that go home require payment of an event/activity
check our YGPS website at least weekly http://ygps.vic.edu.au
all notices (unless an emergency) will go home on Thursdays when the newsletter is emailed/check your
email on Thursdays; notices will be clipped to your child’s diary when going home by your child
all notices are posted on the school’s Official YGPS Website under the Downloads tab/ Notices and Forms.
http://ygps.vic.edu.au
the Yarra Glen Primary School website is the home of all official Yarra Glen Primary School notices and
newsletters containing the official school logo and school information and events
a copy of the notices will also be in the glass display cabinet outside the front door of our administration
building (near the Before and After School Care Sign)

Reminder CSEF Forms
If you have a health care card, please visit the front office to pick up a CSEF (Camps, Sports & Excursion Fund) application form and return it ASAP. Once this form is filled in and returned your
child will be allocated $125 to be used towards camps, sporting events and excursions. If you have
filled in and returned a CSEF application in 2017, you do not need to fill in another application unless your family circumstances have changed. Please visit the front office if you require further information or visit www.education.vic.gov.au/csef.

Scholastic Book Club
Scholastic Book Club orders are due by Tuesday February 13th. Please order via the Scholastic LOOP
app (download from the Apple app store or Google Play) or visit scholastic.com.au/LOOP.

Yarra Glen Primary no longer accept cash payments for the Scholastic Book Club.
All payments must now be made via the LOOP app or website. Please contact the office on 9730 1254
if you have any queries. Please see below for instructions on how to order.
If you get stuck and need help, simply call Scholastic’s friendly Customer Service team on:1800
021 233 between the hours of 8am to 5pm.After 5pm, you may email their after-hours LOOP help
on Customer_Service@scholastic.com.au
How do I Order?

1. Simply grab your child's Book Club catalogue and either sign in or register your account
2. Click on ORDER and then select your school and your child's class*
3. Add your child's first name & last initial (so the school knows who the book is for) PLEASE
NOTE: Your child's details will never be shared with 3rd parties OR used for marketing purposes this is for distribution purposes only.
4. Enter the item number from the Book Club catalogue
5. All orders are sent directly to the school for submission to Scholastic. Books will still be
delivered to your child's classroom if you order by the close date
6. Afterwards, there's no need to return paper order forms or payment receipt details back to your
school!

Scholastic Loop Android App
Scholastic Loop Android App supported models: Devices running Android 3.2 or later.
To find the version number on your Android device, go to your device's main Settings menu > About
Phone or About tablet.
Please Note: Blackberry devices are not supported.

Reminder:
School uniform looks great and shows pride in our school.
We also need to be SunSmart.
Please make sure you have your hats until May 1st.

Sentral Login
If you are having trouble logging in to the Sentral Parent Portal, please contact the office (via phone:
9730 1254; email: yarra.glen.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au; or in person). We are happy to help!

School Leaders:
Term One: James, Rose & Sienna
Term Two: Charli, Genevieve & Brodie
Term Three: Noah, Haram, Charlotte, & Violet
Term Four: Jack, Nikayla & Bree

Red House:
Captains: Rose & James
Vice Captains: Charlotte & Cooper

Purple House:
Captains: Charli & Brodie
Vice Captains: Madison & Max

Gold House:
Captains: Zoe & Noah
Vice Captains: Alana & Koby

Blue House:
Captains: Sienna & Jack
Vice Captains: Sarah & Xavier

AWARDS up to 02/02/2018
Grade

Teacher

Award

Student

Group 1
P/1O

Ms Owen

Student of the Week

Will M & Will Q

Group 2
P/1M

Ms Martin

Student of the Week

Quinn G & Quinn M

Group 5
3/4R

Ms Ryan

Student of the Week

Julian E, Alyssa H, Hamish H & Oliver P

Group 7
5/6P

Ms Pitt

Student of the Week

Harmony D & Hayden W

NEED A BREAK FROM MAKING SCHOOL LUNCHES??
WELL WE HAVE THE SOLUTION FOR YOU!!!

School Lunch Orders - A non-profit service that we are hoping to offer each Friday
fortnight again this year, With your Help!
We are seeking 3 parent volunteers to help out for approximately an hour on each
Friday of lunch order day to collect food from Yarra Glen Bakehouse and pack the
orders in our school canteen. So your children can enjoy a special lunch treat and you
enjoy a day off making lunch, this is a non-profit service we provide for the students,
but it will rely on parent volunteers to keep it going and we hope to have enough
volunteers that you would only be required to help once a term.
If you are available to help, please let the school know your name, phone number,
email address, if you have a Working With Children Check. This is required to be a
volunteer and is free to obtain through www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au
You can return the slip below, or you can email the school
(yarra.glen.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au) marked Attention: School Kitchen Volunteer
with your details by February 22nd 2018.
This service can only be considered if we get enough volunteers prepared to assist
and keep it going.
Many thanks YGPS School Kitchen Committee
Yarra Glen Primary School Council
Please return the slip below by Thursday 22nd February
________________________________________
I _________________________________________ would be available to help out with
School Lunch Orders.
My phone number is ___________________________________________
My email is ___________________________________________________
PLEASE NOTE: Your details will be added to a phone tree so if you are unable to
attend your shift you can contact someone to replace you.
I have a current WWC

Yes

No

SCHOOL BANKING—COMING SOON

Lots of Apricots now ready for picking at Rayners Orchard,
just in time for Christmas.
Apricots, peaches, nectarines and more. Pick your own
straight from the tree, available on all fruit tasting tours and
also for purchase in the farm shop. Fruit tasting tours run
on demand all day from 9:00am to 4:00pm. Tours run for
an hour each – get to sample some fruits you have tasted
before – and others that you may not have even heard of.
U Pick on offer on all tours – all fruit picked to take away is
weighed once you return from your tour, and charged at
$5 per kilogram – you will not get fresher than picked
straight off the tree.
Remember Apricot season only lasts a few months so
come on up to Rayners Orchard and get your stone fruit fix
while you can. Their apricots are only available from their
farm on fruit tasting tours, from the farm shop or from local
farmers markets.
Where: Rayner’s Orchard, 60 Schoolhouse Rd, Woori
Yallock
Email: len@raynersorchard.com.au
Phone: (03) 5964 7654
Event runs until March 2018

