
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear families of the Yarra Glen Primary School Community, 

I hope this newsletter finds you well and you are all looking forward to the Labour Day long weekend; 

I hope you are all making plans to possibly get away and spend some quality time with your family.  

On Friday 28th February students participated 

in the NED Resilience Program. NED is a funny 

cartoon character whose name is an 

acronym and key message for Never give up, 

Encourage others, and Do your best. The 

program is designed to help kids become champions at school and in life. Giving students the belief 

that they can accomplish amazing things; if they're given positive motivation and specific directions 

that lead to success. 

Due to the low working bee turnout in previous years a 

survey was conducted to gauge preferred days/times 

and family availability. The majority response was 

Sunday morning. The upcoming working bee jobs will 

entail mulching, cutting back bushes, raking leaves and 

blowing. Please bring shovels, wheelbarrows, 

gardening gloves and pruning tools. Please bring 

blowers, hedge trimmers, cutting tools, rakes, shovels 

and wheelbarrows.  Moving forward there will be 2x 

working bees per term and dates will be scheduled. We 
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appreciate the efforts of our families to keep our school grounds looking beautiful.  On the day, please 

sign in at the office or check-in with me. 

Student Acknowledgements 

Well done to our students, Lucy, Reid, Carter, 

Hugo, Flynn, Tayah and Violet who participated 

at the annual School Sport Victoria Swimming 

Carnival. Reid progressed to Divisionals on 

Monday 3rd March and came 1st in his free 

style and breaststroke events. Reid now moves 

on to the Eastern Region Championships on the 

21st March. Good luck Reid and we wish him all 

the best!  

 

Student Learning & Engagement  

Hawthorn Football Club Visit 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Thank you to Mrs Maddie Mottau for organising the Hawthorn footy player visit on Wednesday 26th 

February. From left to right - Mitch Lewis (Forward), James Blanck (Half Back) and Jamie Uhr Henry 

(Ruck), spoke about their football experiences with our students. Our students were very respectful and 

several students had the opportunity to get their footy jumpers signed. 

Eco Warriors Australia 

Thank you to Eco Warriors Australia for working with our Grade 3/4 students to construct rope bridges 

for native wildlife in our Yarra Ranges national parks. A big thank you to Melbourne Water, Landcare 

Victoria and Parks Victoria for supporting and generously funding the project through the Victorian 

Landcare Grant. It was a wonderful experience for our students.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/melbournewater?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVO6nqQAr14_5yJ8t4Y5rv_sPON0soHp-fSRJRKixCIMV76fLartBsR41IRQyt9YSpK566AaxbuMIFE83WvywR5T_6vJSTtRzmhZiHNGf2Wj51t9IPAw3sLcYJmAFgeGTn0gFpXA3KWX7CryMPLm4AhgX4x8pR8tkCqFzDAaiH3t90CmOQPBBHyqTfGbtZdVJQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/landcarevictoria?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVO6nqQAr14_5yJ8t4Y5rv_sPON0soHp-fSRJRKixCIMV76fLartBsR41IRQyt9YSpK566AaxbuMIFE83WvywR5T_6vJSTtRzmhZiHNGf2Wj51t9IPAw3sLcYJmAFgeGTn0gFpXA3KWX7CryMPLm4AhgX4x8pR8tkCqFzDAaiH3t90CmOQPBBHyqTfGbtZdVJQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/landcarevictoria?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVO6nqQAr14_5yJ8t4Y5rv_sPON0soHp-fSRJRKixCIMV76fLartBsR41IRQyt9YSpK566AaxbuMIFE83WvywR5T_6vJSTtRzmhZiHNGf2Wj51t9IPAw3sLcYJmAFgeGTn0gFpXA3KWX7CryMPLm4AhgX4x8pR8tkCqFzDAaiH3t90CmOQPBBHyqTfGbtZdVJQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R
https://www.facebook.com/ParksVictoria?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVO6nqQAr14_5yJ8t4Y5rv_sPON0soHp-fSRJRKixCIMV76fLartBsR41IRQyt9YSpK566AaxbuMIFE83WvywR5T_6vJSTtRzmhZiHNGf2Wj51t9IPAw3sLcYJmAFgeGTn0gFpXA3KWX7CryMPLm4AhgX4x8pR8tkCqFzDAaiH3t90CmOQPBBHyqTfGbtZdVJQ&__tn__=-%5dK-R


Grounds and Facilities Update 

You may have noticed some building works in the last few weeks. Currently all priority 1 & 2 defects are 

being addressed by Victorian School Building Authority (VSBA). I am pleased that there has been no 

disruption to student learning. All works should be completed in the next two weeks.  

2025 School Council News - AGM 19th March 6.30pm 

All School Council nominations are now closed.  Thank you to all nominations and self-nominations. 

There are still 1 – Parent, 1-Department of Education and 1-Community Member position vacant. These 

positions can be filled after the AGM. If you are interested in any of the vacant positions, please email 

or contact the school. As a result, there is no election required as we have less than the number of 

nominees to positions available. The new School Council members and member positions will be 

announced after the AGM held on Wednesday 19th March where the Council team will meet in the 

staff room to elect President, Vice President, Treasurer, Executive Roles and nominate sub-committee 

roles for the upcoming year. We are looking forward to working with the school community, forming a 

positive school council and wonderful 2025 school year.  

2025 NAPLAN  

In the next few weeks, students in Grade 3 and Grade 5 will be preparing and will complete NAPLAN 

testing.  The testing schedule is: 

• Wednesday 12th March – 9.00 am – 11.00 am (Reading) 

• Thursday 13th March – 9.00 am – 11.00 am (Conventions of Language)  

• Monday 17th March – 9.00 am – 11.00 am (Writing) 

• Tuesday 18th March – 9.00 am – 11.00 am (Numeracy) & 11.45 am-1.45 pm (catch-up testing) 

NAPLAN stands for National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy and there is no doubt that if 

you follow the media, you will read, see and hear lots of different opinions around the positives and/or 

negatives of NAPLAN.   

At Yarra Glen Primary School, we believe that NAPLAN tests are important in that they complement 

our existing range of school-based assessments.  NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information in 

relation to student performance in literacy and numeracy only.  They are NOT intended to be pass/fail 

type tests.   

As always, it is important that students come prepared to try their best, but they should not be 

overwhelmed by the experience.  Whilst we have spent some time this term familiarising students with 

the formats of the tests, we believe that an excellent, engaging and rigorous teaching and learning 



program provides the best opportunity for success.  If you have any questions about NAPLAN, please 

come and see me or contact your child’s classroom teacher.  

If you have any issues with your child taking NAPLAN to please advise and email the school at: 

yarra.glen.ps@education.vic.gov.au. 

Communication  

As a school we strive to have timely communication so please refer to our Compass dashboard, push 

notifications, newsletter, Facebook and school website (currently being updated) for all news, 

notifications, updates, reminders and events.  

Curriculum Days 

Our Curriculum Days (no students onsite) save the dates: 

• Friday 28th March 

• Monday 23rd June 

• Monday 3rd November  

Policies 

Policies reviewed at School Council will be communicated to our school community in the following 

ways:  

• Available publicly on school website 

• Discussed at parent information nights/sessions. 

• Reference in school newsletter  

• Hard copy available from school administration upon request 

Policies reviewed on February 19th S.C meeting: 

• Aboriginal Learning Wellbeing Safety Policy 

• CSS Risk Management Policy  

• Digital Learning Policy  

• Web and Newsletter Policy  

• WWCC Register Procedure Policy  

• Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy  

Thank you, 

Jeff de Villa 

Principal, Yarra Glen Primary School 

  

mailto:yarra.glen.ps@education.vic.gov.au


TEACHER FEATURE 

 

Welcome to this new segment where you will be able to meet some of our staff in each newsletter! 

 

Mr Joel Tilley: Grade 3/4 teacher and Team Leader (Grade 3-6) 

Mr Tilley is new to the school in 2025. Mr Tilley enjoys watching students learn 

and grow, seeing them being persistent and achieving the things that they 

found hard at the start. When he isn’t teaching, Mr Tilley enjoys climbing and 

bouldering as it is great exercise, fun and helps with finding calm as you are 

in the moment. 

 

Mr Daniel Bishop: Grade 3/4 teacher  

Mr Bishop teaches Grade 3/4 and also started at YGPS this year! 

Mr Bishop enjoys working with all students and being part of their learning 

journey. It’s a privilege to support and guide them as they figure out who they 

are, grow in confidence, and develop their own personalities. Mr Bishop also 

enjoys bringing a bit of fun into the classroom—whether it’s through engaging 

lessons or sharing a good dad joke (whether they like it or not!). 

 

Mr Bishop is a keen cyclist and loves the thrill of racing and going fast. However, 

after an injury, Mr Bishop has taken up miniature painting as a way to slow down and focus - it’s 

become a great method of meditation for him. When not teaching or painting tiny figures, Mr Bishop 

can be found renovating, gardening, or spending time with his family. Mr Bishop is excited to be part 

of the YGPS community this year and is looking forward to a fantastic year ahead! 

  



STUDENT VOICE 

Our SRC team has been super busy making our school an even 

more awesome place! 

We're bringing back our Nude Food challenge! If you bring a 

lunch with no packaging every day, you'll get to enjoy a yummy 

pizza party at the end of the term! 

We're also having a uniform challenge! If you wear your full 

school uniform every day, your class might win icy poles!  Tommy  Tahlia 

And we're making some new rules for gaga so everyone knows what to do! 

If you have any cool ideas or suggestions, put them in the SRC suggestion box or tell your class rep! We 

want to hear from YOU! 

 

Hello we are S.R.C student reporters. I am Everleigh and this 

is Oscar. We received a letter from a student who was 

worried about the guinea pigs. Today we are going to 

explain how to take care of our guinea pigs.  

GUINEA PIGS 

We have some questions to ask: 

• Have you held the guinea pigs lately?           Everleigh   Oscar 

• Did they hurt you in any way? 

Holding the guinea pigs and playing with them 

It has been decided to hold a guinea pig you need to have a student from grade 4-6 or teacher with 

you if you are a student under grade 4.  

Another thing we need to talk about is how to hold the guinea pig 

First you need to let them smell you before you pick it up. Hold the guinea pig around its tummy with 

one hand and lightly but firmly hold your other hand around its rear. 

  



SCHOOL-WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT 

 



FROM THE OFFICE 

 

 

Voluntary Contributions 2025 

Contributions can be made directly to the office and payment plans are available.   
 

 

School Photos 

School photos have been booked in for Wednesday, 21st May 2025. 
 

 

 

Uniforms 

Uniform items are available to be purchased from the office each day. 

 

If you would like a current copy of the uniform price list, please see either Lara or Sue. 

 

Eftpos facilities are available. 
 

 

Lost Property 

Please check the lost property basket should you have any items missing. 

 

 

Conveyance Allowance Program 

The conveyance allowance is a form of financial assistance for parents/carers to transport children to 

and from school in rural and regional Victoria. In some locations, students are unable to access free 

school buses. In these instances, students may receive a conveyance allowance to assist with travel 

costs. Allowances are available for public transport, private car and private bus. 

Eligibility for students attending a government school 

The eligibility criteria include the requirement that a student attending a non-government school is 

attending the nearest appropriate school (that is 4.8km or more from the student’s residence).  Parents 

who feel they may qualify for this financial support are encouraged to click on the link below or contact 

the office to obtain further information regarding Conveyance Allowance. 

 

Conveyance Allowance Application Form 

 

Closing date for Term 1 conveyance allowance is the 14th of March 2025. 

Please see flyer for more information. 

https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/conveyance-allowance-form-1-car-private-travel-1343


 
 

  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2025 

TERM 1 - 2025 

10th March 2025 Public Holiday – Labour Day 

16th March 2025 Working Bee – 9.00 am – 11.00 am 

26th March 2025 Ball Sports 

27th March 2025 Twilight Sports 

28th March 2025 Curriculum Day – no students at school 

29th March 2025 Bunnings BBQ 

4th April 2025 Last day of Term 1 – 2.30 pm dismissal 

TERM 2 - 2025 

16th April 2025 Terms 2 commences 

21st May 2025 School Photos 

12th June 2025 Vaping prevention program – Grade 5/6 

23rd June 2025 Curriculum Day – no students at school 

TERM 3 - 2025 

 TO BE ADVISED 

TERM 4 – 2025 

13th October – 17th 

October 2025 
Whole School Swimming – Healesville Swimming Pool 

27th October – 29th 

October 2025 
Grade 3-6 Camp 

3rd November 2025 Curriculum Day – no students at school 

TERM DATES 2025 

Term 1 28th January 2025 – 4th April 2025 

Students commence 29th January 2025 

Term 2 22nd April 2025 – 4th July 2025 

Term 3 21st July 2025 – 19th September 2025 

Term 4 6th October 2025 – 19th December 2025 



WE 

Updated April 2023 

UNIFORM  

The Yarra Glen Primary School Uniform reinforces in students a pride in their own 

appearance, instils recognition of themselves as an integral part of the school 

community and assists in developing pride in representing their school.  A list of approved school uniform is attached. 

School Council policy is that the school uniform is compulsory. All children from Years Foundation - 6 are required to wear only the official 

school uniform as per the following list. Parents need to be aware that failure by children to wear the school uniform may result in a uniform 

infringement note being given to the child or parents being contacted. 

A copy of our Uniform Policy is available.  Please see the school for further details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT NAME:………………………………………..…..    TELEPHONE:………………………  

 

STUDENT NAME:…………………….…………….………    CLASS:……..…… 

Please email orders to yarra.glen.ps@education.vic.gov.au  or drop into the school office.   

 

CREDIT CARD AUTHORITY - Mastercard or Visa  ONLY      Total: $__________ 

 

Card Number:   _ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _/_ _ _ _  Expiry: _ _/_ _ 

 

Card Holder’s Signature: ______________________  Date: _________________ 

Garment Sizes Price Qty Size Total $ 

Short Sleeve Polo Shirt {Red} with 

YGPS Logo  

4-16 

 

$27.00 

 

   

Netball Skirts {Black} - Limited 

Supply 

4-16 $20.00    

½ Zip Polar Fleece Top {Red} with 

YGPS Logo – Limited Supply 

4-16 $30.00    

Bomber Jacket {Black} with YGPS 

Logo 

4 – 16 $42.00    

Hoodie {Black} with YGPS Logo  6 – 14 $44.00    

Hoodie {Black} with YGPS Logo 

(Adult) 

16  $50.00    

Slouch Hat {Red} with YGPS Logo Small (55) 

Medium (57) 

Large (59) 

X Large (61) 

$12.00    

Bucket Hat {Red} with YGPS Logo Small (55) 

Medium (57) 

Large (59) 

X Large (61) 

$10.00    

School Back-Pack with YGPS Logo  $55.00    

House T Shirt – Royal Blue (Bell 

House)  – Limited Supply 

4 – 16 $5.00    

House T Shirt – Gold (Armstrong 

House) – Limited Supply 

4 – 16 $5.00    

House T Shirt – Purple 

 (Melba House) – Limited Supply 

4 – 16 $5.00    

House T Shirt – Red 

(Symonds House) – Limited Supply 

4 – 16 $5.00    

TOTALS:     $ 

mailto:yarra.glen.ps@education.vic.gov.au


THEIR CARE NEWS  

 

  



 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS  

 



 



 


