
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear families of the Yarra Glen Primary School Community, 

Welcome back to the start of Term 2! Despite Week 1 being a shorter week, students have returned 

refreshed and ready to learn.   

Well done to Koda Nardella-Stafford in Foundation who is the recipient of April’s Aussie of Month 

(AOM). Thank you to Kat Jenkins (School Council President) who had the honour of presenting the 

award. We look forward to our next AOM recipient which will be presented on Friday 30th May.  

The Aussie of the Month Award is a special award that acknowledges and celebrates personal 

endeavour, achievement, contribution to the community and reflects the universal values we share 

as Australians, such as fair go, mateship, respect and inclusion.  

ANZAC Ceremony 

It’s always a pleasure attending Yarra Glen’s annual ANZAC ceremony and 

feel the strong sense of community as we commemorate the sacrifices of all 

our fallen service personnel and those who have served/serving in all wars and 

conflicts. It was wonderful to see many of our students representing their local Yarra Glen clubs. Well 
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done to our school choir and School Captains, Jessup Williamson and Tayah Davis who represented 

our school on the day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Poems recited at Yarra Glen ANZAC Ceremony   

In Flanders Fields - Jessup Williamson 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place: and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved, and were loved, and now we lie 

In Flanders fields. 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, 

Though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 



An imaginative diary entry from the perspective of a soldier from the Gallipoli campaign 

By Tayah Davis 

Dear diary, I hear fires of gun shots, the smoke lifting in the air, my feet trembling in the 

dirt as I feel the horrible feeling of fear. As I write this, I am on a mission but earlier 

Michael, my best friend, got shot! I was horrified as I ran to try take him back to the 

trenches, he’s heavy. He was starting to feel weak but I didn’t give up and with all 

my strength I finally got him to the trenches. We bandaged him up and hoped for the 

best before we retreated. Everyone’s scared, feeling despair and sorrow as another one 

of our soldiers are injured.  

I’m feeling hopeful as we all retreat to our camp, hoping Michael will be ok. I’m praying 

that when I wake up tomorrow that he will be alive and better than he was today. I 

hope that the other side of the war will end this once and for all and this horrible 

nightmare will be over.  

I wake up the next morning but it’s still the same.  I go to visit Michael in the nurse’s 

office. I walk in to see him awake, laying on the bed and happy. He sees me and gives 

me a really big and joyful smile. He was very thankful that I had saved him because if 

I hadn’t, he wouldn’t be here right now. So, like any other day we gathered around to 

get all sorted for battle. Michael was devastated that he couldn’t fight for his country 

and family. I couldn’t convince Captain to let him, so we all slowly headed to the trenches 

and when we got there we heard boom. So the fighting began once again, another day 

another horrible day. 

 

Don Parson’s Memorial Anzac Day Creative Writing Competition 

Our Grade 5/6 students were invited by Aaron Violi MP to participate in the Don Parson’s Memorial 

Anzac Day Creative Writing Competition.  It was wonderful news for us that Tayah Davis was selected 

as a finalist in the competition.  The judges believed Tayah’s entry captured this year’s theme of 

mateship during the most difficult of circumstances.  Tayah will shortly be receiving a prize for her 

efforts and all other students will be presented with a Certificate of Participation.  Well done Tayah 

and to all the students who participated in the competition. 

  

 



 

ANZAC Day Badge Appeal 

Thank you to Hugo Carton and Jason 

Jongsma for selling Anzac Day badges to 

students. Funds collected continue to 

support Yarra Glen RSL. 

  

 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

This year YGPS have registered for the Premiers’ Reading Challenge.  The Challenge has commenced 

and ends on the first Friday in September. The Challenge encourages children and students to read 

a set number of books over the year and record their efforts online.  If you would like to register your 

child, go to https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home, “SCHOOL COORDINATOR OR STUDENT” then 

“VPRC LOGIN”.  Students have today been given their login details to enable their registration.   

Community Engagement  

Open Evening and Prep Information (Save the Date)  

Our Open Evening is an opportunity for existing and prospective families 

to engage with our beautiful school. School tours will be available for 

new families; followed by our 2026 Prep Information Evening session.  

Wandin District Athletics Grades 3-6, 29th April 

We are the Champions! YGPS won the event. It was a wonderful day of 

athletics. Great effort to see all students participating and proudly 

representing our school. Well done to Brayden Quinsee for overall Boy Champion!   

https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home


 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yarra Glen Bakehouse  

Last term, all our students had a wonderful opportunity to do some baking 

with Angela Fleay. A big thank you to Deb, from Yarra Glen Bakehouse, 

for recently donating to cover student costs and supporting the special 

event behind the scenes.  

  



Veggie Garden Update 

Our Grade 3/4 students have been busy transforming our school veggie garden! Through hard work 

and teamwork, they've turned a neglected space into a thriving garden. 

What the Students Say: 

➢ "I loved working together with my friends!" 

➢ "Using real tools was so much fun!" 

➢ "I'm excited to see our vegetables grow!" 

Garden Achievements: 

• Soil preparation: turning, loosening, and fertilizing 

• Greenhouse rebuild 

• Compost creation 

• Rubbish collection and recycling 

• Planting out: getting our veggies started! 

We're thrilled to see our student’s taking ownership of their learning and working together to 

achieve great results. Keep up the fantastic work, Grade 3/4s! 

 

 

  



Maintenance of Senior Playground 

The Grade 3/4’s have continued their hard work in wanting to help out with maintenance of the 

senior playground equipment. 

 

School Wide Positive Behaviour (SWBPS)  

Fundraising and Sensory Tool Kits 

Our sensory classroom tool kits have been distributed to classes. Last year’s fundraising disco 

proceeds were used to purchase the tool kits to support student learning.   

 

The calming toolkit is equipped with sensory tools which all students can access if/when required. 

There can easily be some confusion on what is a sensory tool and what is simply a “toy”. Sensory tools 

and toys differ mainly in purpose: sensory tools are designed to help regulate senses, support focus, 

and promote calm, often used in managing sensory needs. Toys are primarily for entertainment, 

imagination, and developmental play. Examples of sensory tools include stress balls, breathing mats, 

clickers and noise-cancelling headphones, while toys include dolls, puzzles, and building blocks. 

Some items can serve as both, depending on how they are used and the individual’s needs. 

 

 

 

 

  



School Photos 

A reminder that school photos will be taken on Wednesday 21st May 2025.  Go to 

www.leadingimage.com.au, click on order your school photos and enter your access key – TY3S8Z45. 

Communication  

As a school we strive to have timely communication so please refer to our Compass dashboard, push 

notifications, newsletter, Facebook and school website for all news, notifications, updates, reminders 

and events.  

Our Curriculum and Professional Practice Days (no students onsite) save the dates: 

• Monday 23rd June  

• Monday 3rd November  

Policies reviewed at School Council will be communicated to our school community in the following 

ways:  

• Available publicly on school website 

• Discussed at parent information nights/sessions 

• Annual reference in school newsletter  

• Hard copy available from school administration upon request 

❖ Executive Officer – Jeff de Villa (Principal)  

Policies to reviewed at our next S.C meeting on 7th May: 

Bullying Prevention and Response Policy 

Health-Care-Needs-Policy 

Parent-Student Concerns-Complaints-Policy 

Statement of Values and School Philosophy 

Visitors-Policy 

Volunteers Policy 

 

Thank you, 

 

Jeff de Villa 

Principal, Yarra Glen Primary School 

 

 
  

http://www.leadingimage.com.au/


STUDENT VOICE 

 

Congratulations to our Nude Food Award winners! 

Invitations will be distributed to last term's Nude Food Award winners for the pizza party celebration. 

We'll be enjoying pizzas together next week at lunch time in the Perri Centre. Well done to all our 

winners for their efforts in reducing waste and helping our environment! 

New Incentives for Helping the Environment 

We're wanting to introduce new ideas for this term to encourage students to continue making eco-

friendly choices. Some ideas could include: 

• Green Champions badges or stickers for students who consistently make sustainable choices 

• A "Sustainability Points" system, where students earn points for participating in eco-friendly 

activities 

• A special "Eco-Hero" assembly award to recognize students' efforts 

 

We'd love to hear your ideas! Please put them in the suggestion box or pass them onto your SRC rep 

to bring them. 

Upcoming events 

Do It for Dolly Day (May 9th) 

Join us on May 9th as we support Do It for Dolly Day to raise awareness about bullying and support 

programs that help victims. Wear blue and bring a gold coin donation to show your support. 

Welcome to Winter Day - Wednesday, 6th June 

On Welcome to Winter Day, wear your PJs to school and let's come together to support people 

experiencing homelessness. We'll be collecting winter woollies to donate to the Holy Fools 

organisation. 

We look forward to your support for these important events! 

  



KEY FIRST NATIONS EVENTS 2025 

 

❖ 26 May - Sorry Day 

❖ 27 May - 3 June - Reconciliation Week 

❖ 3 June - Mabo Day (part of National Reconciliation Week) 

❖ 6-13 July - NAIDOC Week 

❖ 4 August - National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day 

❖ 9 August - International Day of the World’s Indigenous People 

❖ 3 September - Indigenous Literacy Day 

 

  



SCHOOL-WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT 

 
  



FROM THE OFFICE 

 

 

Voluntary Contributions 2025 

Contributions can be made directly to the office and payment plans are available.   
 

 

School Photos 

School photos have been booked in for Wednesday, 21st May 2025. 
 

 

Uniforms 

Uniform items are available to be purchased from the office each day. 

 

If you would like a current copy of the uniform price list, please see either Lara or Sue. 

 

Eftpos facilities are available. 
 

 

Lost Property 

Please check the lost property basket should you have any items missing. 

 

 

Conveyance Allowance Program 

The conveyance allowance is a form of financial assistance for parents/carers to transport children 

to and from school in rural and regional Victoria. In some locations, students are unable to access 

free school buses. In these instances, students may receive a conveyance allowance to assist with 

travel costs. Allowances are available for public transport, private car and private bus. 

Eligibility for students attending a government school 

The eligibility criteria include the requirement that a student attending a non-government school is 

attending the nearest appropriate school (that is 4.8km or more from the student’s residence).  

Parents who feel they may qualify for this financial support are encouraged to click on the link below 

or contact the office to obtain further information regarding Conveyance Allowance. 

 

Conveyance Allowance Application Form 

 

Closing date for Term 1 conveyance allowance was 14th March 2025. 

Please see flyer for more information. 

https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/conveyance-allowance-form-1-car-private-travel-1343
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2025 

TERM 1 - 2025 

4th April 2025 Last day of Term 1 – 2.30 pm dismissal 

TERM 2 - 2025 

6th May 2025 Planting the Seed Excursion – Grade 5/6 

8th May 2025 House Captains visit to Yarra Glen Pre-School 

9th May 2025 Do It For Dolly – Wear Blue – gold coin donation 

14h May 2025 Open Evening 4.30pm-6.00pm followed by Prep Information Session – 6.00pm–6.30pm 

21st May 2025 School Photos 

21st May 2025 District Cross Country – Grades 3-6 

22nd May 2025 House Captains visit to Yarra Glen Pre-School 

28th May 2025 Storytime Session for pre-school aged children 

3rd June 2025 Division Cross Country – selected students only 

4th June 2025 Welcome to Winter PJ Dress Day – collecting donations for Holy Fools 

4th June 2025 Storytime Session for pre-school aged children 

9th June 2025 King’s Birthday Public Holiday 

11th June 2025 Storytime Session for pre-school aged children 

12th June 2025 Vaping prevention program – Grade 5/6 

18th June 2025 Storytime Session for pre-school aged children 

19th June 2025 House Captains visit to Yarra Glen Pre-School 

20th June 2025 Stomp Dance Incursion and Performance – whole school 

23rd June 2025 Curriculum Day – no students at school 

4th July 2025 Last day of Term 2 – 2.30 pm dismissal 

TERM 3 - 2025 

 TO BE ADVISED 

TERM 4 – 2025 

13th October – 17th 

October 2025 
Whole School Swimming – Healesville Swimming Pool 

27th October – 29th 

October 2025 
Grade 3-6 Camp 

3rd November 2025 Curriculum Day – no students at school 

19th December 2025 Last day of Term 4 – 1.30 pm dismissal 



Updated April 2023 

UNIFORM  

The Yarra Glen Primary School Uniform reinforces in students a pride in their own 

appearance, instils recognition of themselves as an integral part of the school community 

and assists in developing pride in representing their school.  A list of approved school 

uniform is attached. 

School Council policy is that the school uniform is compulsory. All children from Years Foundation - 6 are required to wear only the official school 

uniform as per the following list. Parents need to be aware that failure by children to wear the school uniform may result in a uniform infringement note 

being given to the child or parents being contacted. 

A copy of our Uniform Policy is available.  Please see the school for further details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARENT NAME:………………………………………..…..    TELEPHONE:………………………  

 

STUDENT NAME:…………………….…………….………    CLASS:……..…… 

Please email orders to yarra.glen.ps@education.vic.gov.au  or drop into the school office.   

 

CREDIT CARD AUTHORITY - Mastercard or Visa  ONLY      Total: $__________ 

 

Card Number:   _ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _ /_ _ _ _/_ _ _ _  Expiry: _ _/_ _ 

Card Holder’s Signature: ______________________  Date: _________________ 

Garment Sizes Price Qty Size Total $ 

Short Sleeve Polo Shirt {Red} with 

YGPS Logo  

4-16 

 

$27.00 

 

   

Netball Skirts {Black} - Limited Supply 4-16 $20.00    

½ Zip Polar Fleece Top {Red} with 

YGPS Logo – Limited Supply 

4-16 $30.00    

Bomber Jacket {Black} with YGPS 

Logo 

4 – 16 $42.00    

Hoodie {Black} with YGPS Logo  6 – 14 $44.00    

Hoodie {Black} with YGPS Logo 

(Adult) 

16  $50.00    

Slouch Hat {Red} with YGPS Logo Small (55) 

Medium (57) 

Large (59) 

X Large (61) 

$12.00    

Bucket Hat {Red} with YGPS Logo Small (55) 

Medium (57) 

Large (59) 

X Large (61) 

$10.00    

School Back-Pack with YGPS Logo  $55.00    

House T Shirt – Royal Blue (Bell House)  

– Limited Supply 

4 – 16 $5.00    

House T Shirt – Gold (Armstrong 

House) – Limited Supply 

4 – 16 $5.00    

House T Shirt – Purple 

 (Melba House) – Limited Supply 

4 – 16 $5.00    

House T Shirt – Red 

(Symonds House) – Limited Supply 

4 – 16 $5.00    

TOTALS:     $ 
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THEIR CARE NEWS  

 

  



 

  



  



COMMUNITY NEWS  
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