
 

 

 

  

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Dear families of the Yarra Glen Primary School 

community, 

I hope this newsletter finds you well and you are all 

looking forward to your Labour Day long weekend. 

It’s a wonderful opportunity to spend meaningful, 

uninterrupted time connecting with family and 

friends. 

Chinese New Year 

We are proud to share our celebrations of Lunar New Year, which lasts for 15 days and is a time of 

new beginnings, hope and good fortune. 

This year we are celebrating the Year of the Fire Horse. In the Chinese zodiac, the Horse represents 

energy, strength and confidence. The Fire element adds passion, courage and creativity — just like 

the amazing artwork you will see on display in the PERRI centre. 

Throughout the celebrations, you see traditional dragons and lions, which are believed to bring good 

luck and chase away negative energy. 
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Our Vision: 

To provide all students an opportunity to reach their 

full potential, become life-long 

learners and valuable members of their community. 

Our Mission: 

To place all students at the centre of their learning. 

Our school fosters student voice and strives to 

develop confident life-long learners. We believe that 

every child can succeed through nurturing 

relationships between home, school 

and the community. 

IMPORTANT DATES  2026  
 

TERM 1 
 
9.3.26 
Public Holiday – Labour Day  
 
11.3.26 – 27.3.26 
Naplan  
 
14.3.26 
Bunnings BBQ 
 
25.3.26 
Ball Sports 
 
26.3.26 
Twilight Sports  
 
31.3.26 
Grade 5/6 Phillip Island Surf Day Trip 
 
2.4.26 
Last day of Term 1 – 2.30 pm dismissal 
 

TERM 2 
 
29.4.26 
Wandin District Athletics – Grade 3-6 
 



Our Grade 1/2C students helped bring this tradition to life by holding a special procession. Wearing 

costumes and playing drums, they danced their dragon and lions through classrooms and the office 

to welcome new energy and good luck into our school. 

Student  artwork is displayed as part of our Lunar New Year gallery , In the PERRI centre. We are super 

proud of the creativity, colours and cultural learning shown across the whole school. 

Please take some time to enjoy the display. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Aussie of the Month 

Well done to Mason Murphy from Grade 1/2 for receiving the first Aussie of the Month for 2026. Each 

month, one student from one age group, Prep-2, 3-4 and 5-6, will receive this special award. This award 

recognises and celebrates personal endeavour, achievement, contribution to the community and 

reflects the universal values we share as Australians, such as fair go, mateship, respect and inclusion. 

 

Student Acknowledgements 

 

 

Student Engagement  

Grade 3/4 Adventure Day – Camp Toolangi  

Students attended an adventure day camp where it was wonderful 

to see them build resilience, have an awesome time and surprise 

themselves by trying new things. The experience highlighted the 

importance of bouncing back, taking on challenges and discovering 

what they can achieve when they simply have a go. 

Mason Murphy 

For your outstanding leadership and positive influence within our classroom. You consistently demonstrate maturity and 

responsibility, representing our class with pride in your role as SRC. You always give 100% effort in everything you do 

and set a wonderful example for others through your dedication, attitude and commitment by doing your personal best. 

Your willingness to contribute makes you a truly deserving recipient of this award. You should feel incredibly proud of 

this fantastic achievement! 

Well done to all our students that participated at the Upper 

Yarra Districts Swimming Championships on Tuesday 24th 

February. It was a wonderful result, and students had a 

positive time representing YGPS: 

 

Flynn - 1st in Freestyle and 3rd in Backstroke 
Hugo - 1st in Backstroke and 2nd Freestyle 
Jed - 3rd in Freestyle 
Lachy - 4th Freestyle 
Dylan - 3rd Breaststroke and 2nd Freestyle 
Reid - 3rd Breaststroke 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Grade 5/6 STEM - Apple and Cinnamon Muffins 

Grade 5/6 students combined science, 

sustainability and a little creativity in STEM 

as they explored the science of cooking. 

Using freshly picked green apples from our 

school vegetable garden, students 

investigated how ingredients change 

when mixed and heated.  

They measured and combined flour, eggs, 

butter, milk and cinnamon, observing 

chemical reactions and discussing how 

heat transforms mixtures into delicious 

baked goods. The end result? Mouth-

watering apple and cinnamon muffins that filled our learning space with the most scrumptious aroma 

— and tasted just as amazing as they smelled!  

A wonderful hands-on learning experience that connected garden-to-table sustainability with real-

world science.  

Community Engagement  

Whole School Picnic 25th February 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was nice to see so many families join us for our annual whole school picnic. We were lucky that the 

rain held off and happy we were able to go ahead with the event. 

It was enjoyable watching our students enthusiastically take part in the activities organised by 

TheirCare. A big thank you to TheirCare for sponsoring the event and helping make the afternoon such 

a success! 

Bunnings Sausage Sizzle Fundraiser – We need your support 

We have been lucky to be allocated a fundraising BBQ on Saturday 14th March.  We still have many 

vacancies for the Bunnings Sausage Sizzle to be filled. Please see the link below for volunteering: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mZeitpGK9xekKaV3Bhr7i4-

WilPukpu2TiV8UMaHQZI/edit?usp=sharing 

 

You can contact the office if you would like to donate vouchers for the purchase of sausages and 

onions, soft drinks and napkins. Any help whether volunteering on the day or providing donations will 

be appreciated.   

2026 National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 

In the next few weeks, students in Grade 3 and Grade 5 will be preparing for and will complete NAPLAN 

testing.  The testing schedule is: 

• Wednesday 11th March – 9-11am (Writing) 

• Thursday 12th March – 9-11am (Reading)   

• Monday 16th March – 9-11am (Conventions of Language) 

• Tuesday 17th March 9-11am (Numeracy) & 11.45am-1.45pm (catch-up testing) 

At Yarra Glen Primary School, we believe that NAPLAN testing is important in that it complements our 

existing range of school-based assessments.  NAPLAN tests provide point-in-time information in relation 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mZeitpGK9xekKaV3Bhr7i4-WilPukpu2TiV8UMaHQZI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mZeitpGK9xekKaV3Bhr7i4-WilPukpu2TiV8UMaHQZI/edit?usp=sharing


to student performance in Literacy and Numeracy only.  They are NOT intended to be pass/fail type 

tests.   

As always, it is important that students come prepared to try their best, but they should not be 

overwhelmed by the experience.  Whilst we have spent some time this term familiarising students with 

the formats of the tests and test conditions, we believe that an excellent, engaging and rigorous 

teaching and learning program provides the best opportunity for success.  If you have any questions 

about NAPLAN, please come and see me.  

If you have any issues with your child taking NAPLAN please advise and email the school at: 

yarra.glen.ps@education.vic.gov.au by 10th March, 2026. 

2026 School Council News – AGM (25 March, 6:00pm) 

Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Wednesday 25 March at 6:00pm. 

All School Council nominations have now closed. Thank you to everyone who submitted nominations 

and self-nominations. 

There are still some vacant School Council positions available, and these positions can be filled after 

the AGM. As the number of nominations received is less than the number of available positions, an 

election is not required. 

We are keen to fill School Council and sub-committee positions, including fundraising roles, and 

encourage parents to help make a positive contribution to our school community. If you would like to 

volunteer and support our school in any way, please contact the school office. There are many 

positives to being involved and contributing to the direction and success of our school. 

The new School Council members and their roles will be announced after the AGM. At the meeting, 

the Council team will gather in the staff room to elect the following positions: 

• President 

• Vice President 

• Treasurer 

• Executive roles 

• Sub-committee roles for the upcoming year 

We look forward to working with the school community to form a positive School Council and support 

a wonderful 2026 school year. 

Policies to be reviewed at School Council 25th March: 

• Child Safety Responding and Reporting Obligations Policy and Procedures Policy 

mailto:yarra.glen.ps@education.vic.gov.au


• Child Safety Policy 

• Child Safety Code of Conduct Policy 

Policies reviewed at School Council will be communicated to our school community in the following 

ways:  

• Available publicly on our school website 

• Discussed at parent information nights/sessions 

• Annual reference in school newsletters 

• Hard copy available from school administration upon request 

 

Jeff de Villa 

Principal, Yarra Glen Primary School 



 FIRST NATIONS EVENTS 2026 

 

 

  



FROM THE OFFICE 

 

 

Voluntary Contributions 2026 

Contributions can be made directly to the office and payment plans are available.   
 

Uniforms 

Uniform items are available to be purchased from the office each day. 

 

If you would like a current copy of the uniform price list, please see either Lara or Sue. 

 

Eftpos facilities are available. 
 

Lost Property 

Please check the lost property basket should you have any items missing. 

 

 

Conveyance Allowance Program 

The Conveyance Allowance is a form of financial assistance for parents/carers to transport children to 

and from school in rural and regional Victoria. In some locations, students are unable to access free 

school buses. In these instances, students may receive a conveyance allowance to assist with travel 

costs. Allowances are available for public transport, private car and private bus. 

Eligibility for students attending a government school 

The eligibility criteria includes the requirement that a student attending a government school is 

attending the nearest appropriate school (that is 4.8km or more from the student’s residence). Parents 

who feel they may qualify for this financial support are encouraged to click on the links below or 

contact the office to obtain further information. As this payment is made per student, please advise 

the office if a sibling has commenced or will be commencing so we can update the application.  

Additionally, the Conveyance Allowance also covers the 2nd nearest school, providing the 1st nearest 

school is more than 4.8km away and there is no public transport available. To check eligibility, I have 

included the links below. 

Find my School 

Conveyance Allowance Policy 

Conveyance Allowance FAQ’s 

Closing date for Term 1 Conveyance Allowance is 12/3/26. 

Conveyance Allowance Application Form 

 

https://www.findmyschool.vic.gov.au/
https://www.stpats.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Conveyance-Allowance-Policy.pdf
https://www.stpats.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/CAFAQ_1.pdf
https://content.sdp.education.vic.gov.au/media/conveyance-allowance-form-1-car-private-travel-1343


 

  



  



 



THEIR CARE NEWS 

 

 

 

  



COMMUNITY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 


